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SUBJECT: INTERIOR SEEKING LEADER GRANT OR SIMILAR PROGRAM 
FOR PROPOSED INVITEE. 

1. DURING VISIT TO CARACAS IN FEBRUARY 1977, INTERIOR 
DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE DAVID MCGRATH DISCUSSED WITH 
AMBASSADOR VAKY INTERIOR'S INTEREST IN INVITING VENEZUELAN 
NATIONAL PARKS DIRECTOR MARCELLO GONZALES TO TAKE CONDUCTED 
TOUR OF U.S. PARKS AND REFUGES AND EXAMINE U.S. CONSER- 
VATION SYSTEMS AND PRACTICES. 

2. AS YOU KNOW, DR. GON7ALEZ IS FAIRLY NEW TO THE EIELD OF 
NATURAL PARKS AND HAS NOT HAD MUCH OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY 
SYSTEMS OUTSIDE VENEZUELA. WHEN MCGRATH SUGGESTED TOUR OE 
U.S. PARKS DURING FEBRUARY VISIT, GONZALE, RESPONDED WITH 
DEFINITE INTEREST AND EELT THAT HE WOULD PROBABLY BE ABLE 
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TO TAKE TIME AWAY FROM WORK FOR THIS PURPOSE SOME TIME 
DURING THE PERIOD JULY-SEPTEMBER, 1977. 

3. INTERIOR DEPARTMENT BELIEVES VISITS TO SELECTED U.S. 

PARKS, WILDLIFE REFUGES, ETC. AND EXPOSURE TO U.S. NATURE 
CONSERVATION SYSTEMS AND PROCESSES COULD BE VERY HELPFUL 
TO DR. GONZALEZ IN PLANNING AND MANAGING VENEZUELAN PARKS 
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AND RESERVES. WOULD ALSO CONTRIBUTE TO IMPLEMENTATION OF 
CONVENTION ON NATURE PROTECTION AND WILDLIFE PRESERVATION 
IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. VENEZUELA'S COOPERATION IN 
LATTER AND ITS SPONSORSHIP OF TRAINING CENTER EOR PARK 
AND WILDLIEE MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL ARE EACTORS OF PARTICULAR 
CONCERN IN THIS REGARD. 

4. INTERIOR DOES NOT HAVE AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE EXPENSE. 

PAID TOUR, HOWEVER, AND WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IE EMBASSY ALSO 
INCLUDE HIM IN LEADER GRANT OR SIMILAR PROGRAM AS MENTION- 
ED BY MCGRATH DURING DISCUSSIONS AT EMBASSY IN FEBRUARY. 

DR. GONZALEZ IS REGARDED AS VERY A;LE TECHNOCRAT LIKELY TO 
MOVE ON AND UP WITHIN GOV. 

5. IP EMBASSY UNABLE INCLUDE DR. GONZALEZ THIS SUMMER, 

INTERIOR WOULD LIKE TO INVITE HIM TO COME ON HIS OWN 
GOVERNMENT'S RESOURCES AND WOULD PROVIDE ESCORT, BRIEPINGS, 
TOURS, AND ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE WITHIN STATUTORY 
AUTHORITY. ASSISTANT SECRETARY EOR PISH AND WILDLIFE AND 
PARKS ROBERT HERBST WOULD EXTEND INVITATION BY LETTER TO 
DR. GONZALEZ. 

6. PLEASE PURNISH ANY RELEVANT ADVICE AND COMMENT YOU 
MAY HAVE ON THIS INITIATIVE AND ADVISE WHETHER AND HOW 
EMBASSY MAY WISH PARTICIPATE. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIPIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONSERVATION, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, INVITATIONS, FOREIGN LEADER EXCHANGE, PUBLIC PARKS, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -May-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 07098 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: DBMCGRATH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 66-0966 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770569/aaaachcf.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 426e3096-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN INT 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2559591 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INTERIOR SEEKING LEADER GRANT OR SIMILAR PROGRAM FOR PROPOSED INVITEE. 

TAGS: SENV, US, VE, (GONZALES, MARCELLO) 

To: CARACAS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/426e3096-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



